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THE WHITEWINGED TIT Parus n uchal is IN SOUTHERN 
INDIA AND NOTES ON THE GREAT TIT Parus majpr. 

L. Shyaraal 

E-13, I. I. So. campus 

Bangalore 560 012 

I obtained this well marked species of tit from the Eastern 

Ghats. West of Nellore. The shikarees who brought It to me 

said that it was rare. It has since been obtained by "Hr c 'tewart 

from a tope of trees near Bangalore.... 

T. C. Jerdon 



On a recent trip to Vishakapatnam, I looked out for this 
species in and around the city, in the zoo premises, Simhachalam 
(which has the habitat described by Stuart Baker- Tops of 
wooded hills.) and also from the train (which moved at a pace 
that only a birdwatcher could appreciate) but it was all in 
vain. T have found only two recent reports of this Tit in 
Southern India, both from toe ^averi valley 100 Km South of 
Bangalore, where too I have failed to see it. Interestingly 
all specimens of the Whitewinged Tit in the BNHS are from 
*utch, Western India. Tt a-oDears that this Tit is much rarer 
than suggested by Jerdons Shikarees. The fthitewinged tit 

sketch is of a ^utch specimen in the B'JHS. It is to be 
seen if lonn kilometres of separation has led to any visible 
differences, ^orae of the specimens show some buff on the flanks, 
which I was told was due to ageing. Salim All in his Birds of 
Gujarat slates that breeding male? carry much yellow on the 
flsaks. 

Great Tits Parus maj^r show a lot of variation in the 
amount of black. The top sketch is from a newsletter coverphoto 
(Vol. x 2, 9-1 0) of a breeding adult with a white vent. The 
underside view is of an adult, which was displaying, with a 
completely black vent( undertail coverts). The Great Tit facing 
right is on immature which had a rounded tail, incomplete 
chin-strap sad a curiously shaped white patch on the naoe. 
Adult "-rest Tits also have a white nape which should not be 
confused with the nuchal natch of Parus nucha li s which I found 
to be smaller than shown in most illustrations. 
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M.K. Himmatsinnji Jubilee Ground 

Bnuj, Kutch 

Martffa 11, 1**5 

Witn reference to your letter of tne txh on trie colours, 
status and so on of Parus nucnalis , it is a long time since I 
came across this bird in Kutch. lour SKetcti of it from tne 
specimen 01 trie bird in tne BHHS is good, dux it aiiiers irom 
tne Diras commonly seen here ana irom tne pnoto as wen as xne 
picture m tne coloured plate published m me mras Oi Kutcn. 
There is more Diactc aepicxed on tne sides ana unaerside witn 
, , • tae nucnal paten less prominently wmxe. Tne primaries ana 

* (~ o^^ , „_^^„ r ,^-„, .=.« t« ma r.\T»iifi -in kuifi'i navfi more wtiite uian snoi 
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seconaanes m tne biros in kutcn nave more wnite xnan snown 
in your sketen. 

As far as tne status 01 xms species is concerned, it is 
no more seen in some 01 tne areas it used xo frequent previ- 
ously. In tact it is one oi" our endangered endemic species now. 
The threat to its existence comes mainly througn haoitat des- 
truction oy wanton telling 01 trees in wmch it nests and lives, 
its co-existence wim Picoiaes mahraotensis { lenowironted Pied 
or Mahratta Woodpecker) mostly in Kutcn ana parts oi Hajastnan 
is well Known to ornithologists ana birdwatchers in general. 3o 
the haoitat destruction " would §fr§Qt tftS latter sperjieg also* 
The Whitewinged Black Tit cannot obviously excavate its own 
7^- nest-hole, but uses old nest& oar woodpeckers tor its mdiii- 
^-''^ cation. I need not comment on the present status of the bird 
as it is already mentioned by Hussain, Akhtar and Tiwari in 
their article mentioned by you already. 

Apart from habitat destruction, wherever P. nucnalis 
lives near cultivated areas it faces the danger of imbibing 
poisonous pesticides tnrough its insect food as these are widely 
used by farmers these days. 

I am not sending my above comments to the Newsletter, but 
you mayjio so if you think they are worthwhile. Please do not 
hesitate to send me queries on any subject other than the above 
whenrver you feel like it. 
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